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with her life for her attempt to poison the Pope is
surely something in favour of the Borgias^ and it goes
some way towards refuting the endless statements of
their fierce and vindictive cruelty. Of course, it has
been urged that they spared her from fear of France;
but, if that is admitted, what then becomes of the
theory of that secret poison which might so well have
been employed in such a case as this?